Classes of the Neighbor
“As much as you have done it 

to one of the least of these My brothers, 

you have done it to Me.” 

Matthew 25:40

3. The Sojourner

· By the "hungry" angels perceive those who from affection desire good; 
· By the "thirsty," those who from affection desire truth; 

· By a "sojourner," those who are willing to be instructed; 
· By the "naked," those who acknowledge that there is nothing of good and of truth in themselves; 

· By the "sick," those who acknowledge that in themselves there is nothing but evil; 
· And by the "bound," or those who are "in prison," those who acknowledge that in themselves there is nothing but falsity.
Arcana Coelestia 4956
Day One: A Spiritual Sojourner Is One Who Seeks Instruction
The Internal Sense of a Sojourner in the Word

Psalm 39:12

Hear my prayer, Jehovah, and give ear to my outcry;

Do not be silent at my tears,

For I am a sojourner with Thee, a lodger, as all my fathers were.

AC 1463.1. That "to sojourn" means to be instructed, is evident from the signification of "sojourning" in the Word, as being to be instructed; and this for the reason that sojourning and migration, or proceeding from place to place, is in heaven nothing but change of state, as before shown (n. 1376, 1379); and therefore, whenever traveling, sojourning, and passing from place to place, occur in the Word, nothing else is suggested to the angels than such change of state as exists with them. There are changes of state of both the thoughts and the affections; changes of the state of the thoughts are knowledges, and in the world of spirits these changes are presented by means of instructions. This also was the reason why the men of the Most Ancient Church, having communication with the angelic heaven, by sojourning perceived nothing else.  

AC 1463.2.  "Sojourning" has also nearly the same signification as "journeying" and "dwelling." By "journeying" are signified the arrangements and order of life, and by "dwelling" is signified to live (see above, n. 1293). On this account the land of Canaan is also called the land of the sojournings of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Gen. 28:4; 36:7; 37:1; Exod. 6:4).

AC 2025.  [A]s a man acquires life to himself especially by means of instruction in memory-knowledges, doctrinal matters, and the knowledges of faith, therefore "sojourning" signifies the life so acquired.
AC 8007. “And when a sojourner shall sojourn with thee.” That this signifies those who have been instructed in the truth and good of the church and have received them, is evident from the signification of a "sojourner," as being those who were being instructed and were receiving the statutes and laws of the church (see n. 2025, 4444, 7908). It is said "when he shall sojourn with thee," because by "sojourning" is signified to be instructed and to live (n. 1463, 3672). Thus by "sojourners sojourning with them" are signified not only those who were being instructed in the truth and good of the church and were receiving them, but also those who were living according to them.

Sojourning in the Spiritual World

HH 197.  It follows from this that in the Word places and spaces, and all things that in any way relate to space, signify such things as relate to states, such as distances, near, far off, ways, journeys, sojourning, miles and furlongs, plains, fields, gardens, cities and streets, motions, measures of various kinds, long, broad, high, and deep, and innumerable other things; for most things in man's thought from the world take on something from space and time. 

AC 1377.  That in the world of spirits place, change of place, and distance, are an appearance, has been evidenced from the fact that all souls and spirits whatever who have existed from the first creation, appear constantly in their own places, and never change their places except when their state is changed; and that as their state is changed, so are the places and distances with them varied. But as everyone has a governing general state, and as the particular and individual changes of state have regard to the general state, therefore after these changes all return to their own situation.

	1. Are we spiritual sojourners? Are we searching for instruction on how to live our lives?

2. What are we sojourning for? What kinds of questions do we have about how to live? 

3. What land are we sojourning in? Are we looking to the Lord and His Word for instruction on how to live our lives?

4. Where are we dwelling spiritually? Are we living according to what we are learning?

5. We read in AC 1377 that in the other world spirits “never change their places except when their state is changed; and that as their state is changed, so are the places and distances with them varied.”  How does this relate to our understanding of what it means to be a spiritual sojourner?

6. How do we identify other sojourners?




Day Two: SPIRITUAL SOJOURNING “OPENS THE WAY”

The Effect of Spiritual Sojourning

Genesis 17

8 And I will give to thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land of thy sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an eternal possession; and I will be to them for God.
Genesis 28

3 And God Shaddai will bless thee, and will make thee fruitful and multiply thee, and thou shalt be a company of peoples.

4 And He will give thee the blessing of Abraham, to thee and to thy seed with thee, to cause thee to possess the land of thy sojournings, which God gave to Abraham.

AC 7197. [B]y "the land of their sojournings wherein they sojourned" is signified where the things of faith and charity are, about which they have been instructed and according to which they have lived. The case herein is this. In the other life heaven is given to everyone in accordance with the things of faith and charity in him, for charity and faith make heaven with everyone; but when it is said that charity and faith make heaven, there is meant the life of charity and faith. But note well that the life which has heaven in it is a life according to the truths and goods of faith about which the man has been instructed.

AC 1495. [W]hen a man is being instructed in his earliest childhood… he advances from memory-knowledges to rational things, from these to spiritual things, and so at last to celestial things. The reason it so appears is that a way must thus be opened to celestial things, which are the inmost. All instruction is simply an opening of the way; and as the way is opened, or what is the same, as the vessels are opened, there thus flow in, as before said, in their order, rational things that are from celestial spiritual things; into these flow the celestial spiritual things; and into these, celestial things. These celestial and spiritual things are continually presenting themselves, and are also preparing and forming for themselves the vessels which are being opened; which may also be seen from the fact that in themselves the memory-knowledge and rational are dead, and that it is from the inflowing interior life that they seem to be alive. This can become manifest to anyone from the thought, and the faculty of judgment.

DLW 258. Every man is born into a capacity to understand truths even to the inmost degree in which the angels of the third heaven are; for the human understanding, rising up by continuity around the two higher degrees, receives the light of their wisdom…. Therefore man has the ability to become rational according to his elevation; if raised to the third degree he becomes rational from that degree, if raised to the second degree he becomes rational from that degree, if not raised he is rational in the first degree. It is said that he becomes rational from those degrees, because the natural degree is the general receptacle of their light. 

The reason why man does not become rational to the height that he might, is that love, which is of the will, cannot be raised in the same manner as wisdom, which is of the understanding. Love, which is of the will, is raised only by fleeing from evils as sins, and then by goods of charity, which are uses, which the man thereafter performs from the Lord. Consequently, when love, which is of the will, is not at the same time raised, wisdom, which is of the understanding, however it may have ascended, falls back again down to its own love. Therefore, if man’s love is not at the same time raised into the spiritual degree, he is rational only in the lowest degree. From all this it can be seen that man’s rational is in appearance as if it were of three degrees, a rational from the celestial, a rational from the spiritual, and a rational from the natural; also that rationality, which is the capacity whereby man is elevated, is still in man whether he be elevated or not.

AC 3672.  [T]he life of instructions is… life from the Divine… for when man lives according to the truths in which he is instructed, he is then in the life of instructions.

	1. What does it mean for instruction in spiritual matters to lead to “an opening of the way”?

2. What do we need to do to advance “from memory-knowledges to rational things, from these to spiritual things, and so at last to celestial things”?

3. Why isn’t instruction enough to achieve a heavenly state?  

4. What is the difference between simply receiving instruction and a life of instruction?




Day Three:  Spiritual Sojourners Vary According to What They Are Looking For.
The Internal Sense of Sojourners, Orphans and Widows in the Word

Psalm 146

9 Jehovah keeps the sojourners;

The orphan and the widow He sustains;

But the way of the wicked He subverts.

10 Jehovah will reign to eternity,

Thy God, O Zion, to generation and generation.

Hallelu-Jah! [which means, Praise ye the Lord!]
Deuteronomy 14:28-29

28 At the end of three years thou shalt bring out all the tithe of thine increase in that year, and shalt place it in thy gates,

29  and the Levite (because he has no part nor inheritance with thee), and the sojourner, and the orphan, and the widow, who are within thy gates, shall come, and shall eat and be satisfied; that Jehovah thy God may bless thee in all the work of thy hand which thou doest.

AC 4844.5.  In this passage, as in several others, the sojourner, orphan, and widow are named jointly, because by the "sojourner" are signified those who wish to be instructed in the truths of faith (n. 1463, 4444), by the "orphan," those who are in good without truth and desire to be led to good by means of truth, and by the "widow," those who are in truth without good, and desire to be led to truth by means of good. These three are named jointly here and elsewhere in the Word for the reason that in the internal sense they constitute one class, inasmuch as by them, taken together, are signified those who wish to be instructed and to be led to good and truth.

AC 9200. The "sojourner," the "orphan," and the "widow" are often mentioned together in the Word…. When these three are thus mentioned together, they fall with the angels into one sense; namely, that with those who are in the church, good and truth are to be conjoined according to order; thus reciprocally, truth with good, and good with truth; for by "a sojourner" are meant those who wish to be instructed in such things as are of the church; by "widows," the conjunction of good with truth; and by "orphans," the conjunction of truth with good; which conjunction is reciprocal. The case is similar with all other passages in the Word; when explained as to the internal sense they seem scattered; but with the angels they are combined into one sense, even into one idea.

AC 3703:19. From what has been said it may also be known what is signified in the internal sense of the Word by "orphans," that is by those who are without a father; namely, those who are in a state of innocence and charity, and desire to know and to do what is good, and are not able. In such a state especially are those out of the church, of whom the Lord takes care, and in the other life adopts as sons. And because these are signified by "orphans," therefore when these are mentioned in the Word, in many passages there are also mentioned "sojourners" and "widows;" for by "sojourners" are signified those who are being instructed in goods and truths (n. 1463); and by "widows" those who are in a state of good and not so much in truth, and those who are in a state of truth and not so much in good, and yet desire to be therein. Inasmuch as by these three terms— "orphans," "sojourners," and "widows"—somewhat similar is signified in a series, therefore as before said, in many passages they are mentioned together (see Deut. 14:29; 16:14; 24:17, 19; Jer. 7:6; 22:3; Ezek. 22:7; Zech. 7:10; Ps. 94:6; 146:9). From what has been said it may now be seen what is signified in the genuine sense by "father," namely, good; and that in the supreme sense it signifies the Lord.  

	1. How are children spiritual sojourners?  Do children experience “orphan” and “widow” states?

2. Can we identify when we or others are in “orphan” like states?  

3. How can we instruct “spiritual orphans” in matters of truth, or seek truth ourselves when we are in this state?

4. Can we identify when we or others are in “widow” like states?  

5. How can we instruct “spiritual widows” in matters of good, or seek good ourselves when we are in this state?

6. How does prayer help us if we are in a widow or orphan state?




Day Four: Helping Spiritual Sojourners
The Lord Prohibits the Oppression of Spiritual Sojourners

Exodus 23:9

And a sojourner thou shalt not oppress; for you know the soul of a sojourner, seeing that you were sojourners in the land of Egypt.

AC 9268. “And a sojourner thou shalt not oppress.” That this signifies that those who long to be instructed in the truths of the church must not be infested with evils of life, is evident from the signification of "a sojourner," as being one who longs to be instructed in the truths of the church (see n. 8007, 8013, 9196); and from the signification of "oppressing," as being to infest with evils of life (n. 9196).

AC 9269. “For you know the soul of a sojourner.” That this signifies their longing and their life, is evident from the signification of "the soul," when said of those who long to be instructed in the truths of faith, who are signified by "sojourners," as being longing and life. For "the soul" denotes life from faith (see n. 9050); and longing is the very activity of life, because it is from the affection of good; and the truth of faith lives from the affection of good.

AC 9270. “Seeing that you were sojourners in the land of Egypt.” That this signifies that they were protected from falsities and evils when infested by the infernals, is evident from what was shown above (n. 9197), where the same words occur.

Helping Spiritual Sojourners Must Be Part of Everyday Life

Leviticus 19:9-10

9 And when you harvest the harvest of your land, thou shalt not complete the corners of thy field, and thou shalt not collect all the collecting of thy harvest.

10 And thou shalt not glean thy vineyard, neither shalt thou collect every grape of thy vineyard; thou shalt leave them for the afflicted and the sojourner; I am Jehovah your God.

AE 417.5.  That "corners" signify all things because they are outermost parts—for the reason stated above, that the outermost parts include and comprehend all things—is clearly evident from some of the statutes given to the sons of Israel [such as Leviticus 19:9-10 quoted above]…. "[F]ield" signifies the church, and "reaping" the truth of doctrine.  By these statutes, therefore, it was represented that the ultimates must be preserved because they signify all things; for unless there are outermost things, the middle things are not kept together, but are dispersed, comparatively as the interior parts of man would be dispersed if he were not encompassed by skins….  And as "a field" signified the church, and "harvest" its truths, so "not to finish wholly the corners of thy field when thou reapest" signifies the conservation of all things that are signified by "the harvest of the field."

AC 4844.11.  In like manner it was representative that what was left in the fields, oliveyards, and vineyards, should be for the sojourner, the orphan, and the widow (Deut. 24:19-22); and also that when they had made an end of tithing the tithes of their increase in the third year, they should give it to the sojourner, the orphan, and the widow, that they might eat within their gates, and be filled (Deut. 26:12). Because it is the Lord alone who instructs, and leads to good and truth, it is said in Jeremiah: 

Leave thy orphans, I will make them alive; and the widows shall confide upon Me (Jer. 49:11); 

and in Moses:

Jehovah executes the judgment of the orphan and widow, and loves the sojourner, in giving him bread and raiment (Deut. 10:18); "bread" denotes the good of love… [and] "raiment," the truth of faith….

	1. What does it mean, in a spiritual sense to leave the corners of the fields and portions of every harvest for sojourners?

2. How can we make helping spiritual sojourners part of our everyday life?

3. Do we recognize when the people we interact with on a daily basis are in states of spiritual sojourning?

4. Have you had a good experience helping spiritual sojourners?  What did you do that seemed to help them?

 


Day Five: The Danger of Profanation Among Sojourners and Natives Alike
The Internal Sense of the Levitican Law Regarding the Sanctity of Blood

Leviticus 17:8-10 

8 And thou shalt say to them, Whatever man there be of the house of Israel, or of the sojourners who sojourn among you, who offers up a burnt offering or sacrifice,

9 and does not bring it to the entrance of the Tabernacle of the congregation, to make it an offering to Jehovah, even that man shall be cut off from his peoples.

10 And whatever man there be of the house of Israel, or of the sojourners who sojourn among you, who eats any blood, I will even set My face against the soul who eats the blood, and will cut him off from among his people.

AC 10033.5-6.  As "blood" and "fat" signified these Divine things, therefore the Israelitish people were wholly forbidden to eat fat and blood….

The reason why to eat fat and blood was so severely forbidden, was because by it was represented the profanation of Divine truth and Divine good; for the Israelitish and Jewish nation was in external things separate from internal, thus in no Divine truth and in no Divine good in respect to faith and love; but was in external worship without these; for they were in the love of self and of the world more than other nations, consequently in the evils that spring from this love, which are contempt for others, enmity, hatred, revenge, ferocity, and cruelty. Hence also it was that internal truths were not revealed to them, for if they had been revealed, they could not but have profaned them.… Therefore they would have represented profanation if they had eaten blood and fat, for whatever was instituted among them was representative of the interior things of the church and of heaven.

Sojourners and Natives Alike Are Only Spiritually Responsible For What They Know
Numbers 35:15

15 These six cities shall be a refuge, for the sons of Israel, and for the sojourner, and for the lodger in their midst, that he who smites any soul by ignorance may flee there.

AC 9011. By these persons were represented those who not of set purpose injure anyone in respect to the truths and goods of faith, and consequently extinguish his spiritual life; for such are in a blameless state and one exempt from punishment; as for instance are those who have complete faith in their religiosity, which is also in what is false, and who from this reason against the truth and good of faith, and thus persuade, as heretics will sometimes do who are conscientious, and consequently are zealots.

	1. Why might it be important for the Lord to teach us that both natives and sojourners can commit profanation?

2. Why might it be important for the Lord to teach us that both natives and sojourners can gain admission to cities of refuge?

3. How do we protect against committing profanation ourselves whether in native states or sojourning states? 

4. How can we provide cities of refuge?




Day Six: Spiritual Sojourners and Natives ARE TO BE TREATED AS One and the Same.
Numbers 9:14

When a sojourner shall sojourn with you, he shall keep the Passover unto Jehovah; according to the statute of the Passover, and according to the statutes thereof, so shall he do; one statute there shall be for you, both for the sojourner and for the native of the land.

Numbers 15:14-15

14 If a sojourner shall sojourn with you who shall have made a fire-offering of an odor of rest unto Jehovah, as you do, so he shall do.

15 As to the assembly, there is one statute for you and for the sojourner who sojourns, a statute of eternity for your generations; as you are, so is the sojourner before Jehovah; one law and one judgment shall be for you and for the sojourner who sojourns with you.

Leviticus 19:34

As the native of you, so shall be the sojourner who sojourns with you.

AC 8013.3. As regards sojourners, it is several times commanded in the Word that no distinction should be made between a native of the land and a sojourner sojourning with them, for the reason that the Gentiles, from whom the sojourners came, are received into heaven equally as well as those who are within the church, when after being instructed they have received the truths of faith.… Hence it was commanded that "as with the native, so with the sojourner;" as in the [passages in the beginning of this section].  

AC 8013.1-2. “One law shall there be for the native, and for the sojourner who sojourns in the midst of you.” That this signifies that he who on being instructed has received the truth and good of the church, and lives according to them, shall be as he who being already instructed is within the church, and lives a life in agreement with the precepts of faith and of charity, is evident from the signification of "there shall be one law," as being a similar right, thus that the one shall be as the other; and from the signification of "the native," as being one who has been born within the church, and is in its truth and good as to doctrine and as to life… and from the signification of "the sojourner who sojourns in the midst of you," as being one who is being instructed in the truth and good of the church and receives them and lives according to them….

It is said "in agreement with the precepts of faith and of charity," on account of the difference; for the life before regeneration is according to the precepts of faith, but after regeneration it is according to the precepts of charity. Before regeneration no one knows from affection what charity is, but only from doctrine; and the man then lives according to the precepts of doctrine, which are called precepts of faith. But after regeneration he knows from affection what charity is, for he then loves his neighbor, and from the heart wills good to him, and he then lives according to a law that is written on him, for he acts from the affection of charity. 

This state is utterly different from the former state. They who are in the first state are in obscurity in respect to the truths and goods of faith, but they who are in the latter state are relatively in clearness. These see truths and confirm them from enlightenment, while the former do not see truths and confirm them from enlightenment, but from persuasion that the teachings of the church are truths. And because they do not see them from enlightenment, they can confirm falsities equally with truths, and after these have been confirmed, they see them precisely as truths. 

From all this it can be seen what is meant by living according to the precepts of faith, and what by living according to the precepts of charity.

	1. How can we ensure that our church makes spiritual sojourners feel at home?

2. How does thinking of ourselves as spiritual sojourners affect how we may make new spiritual sojourners feel?

3. What does it mean to be a “native” in a spiritual sense?

4. Does it mean a person is a “native” in a spiritual sense if he was born and raised in a New Church community?

  


